
AP Literature and Composition – Senior 

AP May 22, 2017 

Dear Parent or Guardian: 

We’re honored to teach your child in the coming year. Students today face many struggles and trials that 
challenge the fabric of who they are. While as teachers it is not our role to parent your children in any way, 
we do often have opportunities to discuss current teen culture with teens in unique ways. 

With the permission of Mr. Frescoln, we are shifting the focus of our summer reading to more student-
relatable material. While reading over the summer is of vital importance, we want to make sure students 
aren’t overwhelmed by difficult classics. We also want our students to understand the deep impact 
literature can make on our personal lives. 

For these reasons, we have chosen the young adult (YA) contemporary novel, Speak by Laurie Halse 
Anderson. This book is a poignant representation of a ninth grade young woman who has been sexually 
assaulted at a summer party. The actual scene is in no way graphic, it is short, and written as a flashback for 
the main character. 

In reality the novel isn’t about the main character’s rape, but rather her journey of pain and eventual 
healing. It is a story about the inner workings of modern high school with its cliques and bullies. It is a story 
about how one young woman rises above her horrific experience and learns to speak.  

With the popularity of shows like 13 Reasons, Speak gives teens a different response than suicide to 
tragedy. These kinds of issues are important to students. They are grappling with so many topics and hard 
questions. We want to come alongside parents and be a safe place for students to talk. 

You may be wondering a few things. First, you may have a son and wonder what could he learn from this 
novel. May we pose that understanding the female perspective on sexual assault is important for both 
young men and women? We feel there are many lessons that can be drawn from this text by both male and 
female readers. 

Second, your child may have been victim to some form of sexual assault. We want to be sensitive to the 
deeply scarring aspects of this kind of abuse. We would never want our students to relive their personal 
nightmare through a book we have chosen. If this is your child, please know we have an alternative book 
set aside. You may privately email us. You do not need to divulge any aspect of confidential information. 
Simply let us know you will need your child to read the alternative book. The book will change and the 
assignments will stay the same. 

Finally, we would love to encourage you to read this book as well and open dialogue with your son or 
daughter concerning the themes of the novel. Thank you for trusting us with your student. We love each of 
them and look forward to an amazing year. 

Sincerely,  

Shannon Niemann, English I, II, and Honors 
Heather Iseminger, English III, III Honors, IV, AP Lit and Lang   



First Academy-Leesburg  
AP Literature and Composition 

Pre-Requisite Summer Reading Assignment 2017 

Heather B. Iseminger (hiseminger@faleesburg.com) 

 

While working through summer reading, please feel free to email me with questions 

you may have. Know that I will be spending a great deal of time with my family this summer and will only check my 

email a few times a week. But have no fear—I will get back to you.  

As you work on your summer reading, use fully expressed ideas to finish all of the following assignments. In other 

words, advanced placement classes are conducted at a collegiate level. Your ideas should not be expressed in sentence 

fragments or with unsupported assertions. Assignment is due the first day of class. Extended time will be given to 

those registering late. 

Assignment #1 – DO THIS FIRST 

1. Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (ISBN: 0062301675 or any version you 

have.) And YES – always read the introduction! 

a. As you read How to Read Literature Like a Professor you will need to keep a reading journal identifying 

points in the book which stand out to you as significant statements.  

i. Please follow the format below. Your journal MUST BE TYPED, MLA format. You will write a 

minimum of fifteen entries from places throughout the book. 

ii. Your reaction should merit a collegiate response. Phrases or one-sentence responses will not be 

enough to meet those expectations. 

Assignment #2 

1. Choose and read ONE book from the following list. They should be books you HAVE NOT read before. 

a. Fahrenheit 451 

b. The Awakening 

c. Frankenstein 

d. 1984 

e. Things Fall Apart 

f. Sense and Sensibility 

g. Great Expectations 

h. Grapes of Wrath 

i. A Farewell to Arms 

j. Tess of the Dubervilles 

k. The Lord of the Flies 

l. A Midsummer Night’s Dream OR Much 

Ado About Nothing 

m. Animal Farm 

2. Choose one chapter of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and use this chapter to analyze an aspect of your 

book in 300 words or more. (Typed, MLA format) 

Assignment #3 

1. Read and complete the high school summer reading novel project for Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson. This 

project is attached. If lost, you will find it under the HS summer reading assignment the FA website. This book 

will be read by all high school students. 

  

Page # Chapter Significant Statement 
Your Reaction—How will this help you better 

understand the literature you read? 

xiv Intro.     Okay, let’s say you’re right and there is 

a set of conventions, a key to reading 

literature. How do I get so I can 

recognize these? 

     Same way you get to Carnegie Hall.  

Practice. 

A person who has never run a lap around a track cannot 

expect to run a marathon without having trained for it. In 

the same way, we cannot expect to read literature like a 

professor without practice. The more we read, the better 

we understand the message the author is attempting to 

convey to the reader. 



First Academy Leesburg  
High School English 
Summer Reading Assignment 2017-2018 
 
 

English I, II, and Honors: Mrs. Shannon Niemann (sniemann@faleesburg.com) 
English III, III Honors, IV, AP Lit and Lang: Mrs. Heather Iseminger (hiseminger@faleesburg.com) 

We are truly looking forward to seeing each of you and furthering your knowledge through reading and writing. As 
we will learn in class, God has given us a beautiful gift through the use of language. It can be very powerful as it helps 
to define feelings, culminate experiences, and develop relationships with those around us. We will work to build a 
classroom community that is rich in discussion and uplifting to one another. May we use this time of learning to be 
glorifying to God. We will be available through email this summer and will do our best to get back to you as soon as 
possible.  Have a wonderful summer, and we will see you this fall!  

As you work on your summer reading, use fully expressed ideas to finish your assignment. Assignments are due the 
first day of class. Extended time will be given to those registering late. 

I. Assigned Book: 

A. Speak by Laurie Halse Anderson 

1. Melinda is a freshman at Merryweather High. She has become an outcast for calling the 

cops at an end-of-summer party. No one will talk or listen to her. She becomes more 

isolated and speaks less and less. Her art class is her only outlet to get over what really 

happened at the party. This is a story about a girl who heals from the hurt inflicted upon 

her as she learns to speak up for herself. 

B. Parental Caution/Discretion – If, after reading the parent letter, you feel uncomfortable with the 

content of this book, please email your child’s teacher to discuss the alternative book. 

II. Assignment: Choose one of the following projects as your analysis of the book. Include a 200 word 

explanation of your project. Explanation must be in typed MLA format. 

A. Collage Think about these phases of Melinda. How has she developed over the novel? In what ways 

has Melinda changed from the beginning of the novel? In what ways has she not?  

1. You will need a canvas of at least 11X16 

2. You are going to chart the progression of Melinda throughout the four parts of the novel. 

This will become your Melinda.  

3. Divide your canvas into four equal sections.  

4. Using images and words from magazines, newspapers, and your own original drawings, 

create a collage that represents Melinda’s state of mind in this section of the novel.  

B. Poem -- Maya Angelou’s poster keeps Melinda company in the janitor’s closet. Maya Angelou’s work 

speaks to many people who have struggled in their lives. Her poems and autobiographical accounts 

often address abuse, sexual experience, poverty, feminism, and discrimination. 

1. Read three Maya Angelou poems: “Alone,” “I Know Why the Caged Bird Sings,” and “Still I 

Rise.” 

2. If Melinda were to write a poem, what would it say? 

3. Craft a 14 (or more) lined poem from Melinda’s perspective. 
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C. Symbolism Artwork 

1. You will need a canvas of at least 11X16 

2. Choose one of the many symbols in the novel (trees, Melinda’s mouth, planting, 

Melinda’s closet, etc…) 

3. Artistically represent your symbol through any canvas medium or mixed media. 

4. Make sure to connect your symbol to themes in the novel through your artwork. 

D. CD Cover and Burn a Playlist— Choose this project if music is your life. 

1. Design a CD cover that relates to your book 

2. Create a CD booklet. Include the reasons you chose each song (i.e. how they related to 

the story's characters, plot points, theme, or tone).  

3. Your CD must have at least 7 songs.  

4. Important Note: If you choose this project, you do not have to include the 200 word 

explanation – this will be covered by your CD booklet. 

E. Map it Out  

1. Look back closely at the places that were important in your book, and illustrate a map 

that shows where they all are in relation to one another. Make sure to represent the 

themes of the book in the way you illustrate the map. 

2. Create a key in which you explain why each place is so important to the story.  

3. Select this project if you're known for your close attention to detail. 

4. Your map must be full color, on unlined paper. You don’t have to be an artist, but effort 

must be obvious. 

F. Faux-Twitter – Choose this if social media is your life. 

1. Set up a fictional Twitter account for a character from your book.  

2. Fill up your profile with the kinds of things that your chosen character would be into.  

3. If you've got a friend who read the same summer reading book, you could really wow 

your teacher and each set up an account for a different character. That way you could 

comment back and forth on each other's pages.  

4. Email the link to your account by the first day of school. 

G. Your Choice – Have a great idea? Email your teacher and submit a proposal. 

 


