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While working through summer reading, please feel free to email me with questions you may have. Know that I will 

be spending a great deal of time with my family this summer and will only check my email a few times a week. But 

have no fear—I will get back to you.☺  

As you work on your summer reading, use fully expressed ideas to finish all of the following assignments. In other 

words, advanced placement classes are conducted at a collegiate level. Your ideas should not be expressed in sentence 

fragments or with unsupported assertions. Assignment is due the first day of class. Extended time will be given to 

those registering late. 

Assignment #1 – DO THIS FIRST 

1. Read How to Read Literature Like a Professor by Thomas C. Foster (ISBN: 0062301675 or any version you 

have.) And YES – always read the introduction! 

a. As you read How to Read Literature Like a Professor you will need to keep a reading journal identifying 

points in the book which stand out to you as significant statements.  

i. Please follow the format below. Your journal MUST BE TYPED, MLA format. You will write a 

minimum of fifteen entries from places throughout the book. 

ii. Your reaction should merit a collegiate response. Phrases or one-sentence responses will not be 

enough to meet those expectations. 

Assignment #2 

1. Choose and read ONE book from the following list. They should be books you HAVE NOT read before. 

a. Fahrenheit 451 

b. The Awakening 

c. Frankenstein 

d. 1984 

e. Things Fall Apart 

f. Sense and Sensibility 

g. Great Expectations 

h. Grapes of Wrath 

i. A Farewell to Arms 

j. Tess of the Dubervilles 

k. The Lord of the Flies 

l. A Midsummer Night’s Dream 

m. Much Ado About Nothing 

n. Animal Farm 

2. Choose one chapter of How to Read Literature Like a Professor and use this chapter to analyze an aspect of your 

book in 600 words or more. (Typed, MLA format) 

OPTIONAL ASSIGNMENT 

1. You may also complete the high school reading assignment in addition to assignments #1 and #2. This will be 

extra credit given in the same way other classes receive their extra credit. As AP students, you will be required to 

read 600 pages. The two books for Assignments #1 and #2 are NOT included in this page count. 

 

Page # Chapter Significant Statement 
Your Reaction—How will this help you better 

understand the literature you read? 

xiv Intro.     Okay, let’s say you’re right and there is 

a set of conventions, a key to reading 

literature. How do I get so I can 

recognize these? 

     Same way you get to Carnegie Hall.  

Practice. 

A person who has never run a lap around a track cannot 

expect to run a marathon without having trained for it. In 

the same way, we cannot expect to read literature like a 

professor without practice. The more we read, the better 

we understand the message the author is attempting to 

convey to the reader. 


